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intrigues. He advised France to remain neutral. He said if England and
Germany have to enter into a fratricidal war let them fight it out alone. Both
want an alliance with France; England wants thg assistance of her army,
Germany needs her gold. Germany has not capital enough to wage a protracted
war against wealthy Albion. Let France refuse her army to England and her
money to Germany ; the wisest policy will be for her to remain neutral.
Delaisie's advice was not followed by the French government and France
accepted the tempting inducements of England's proposals. The time may
come when the French people will regret that France did not listen to the
warning voice of the prophet who understood the signs of the times better
than her politicians and other influential men who led the country on the
wrong path to a terrible national disaster implied in this dreadful war waged
only in the interest of Great Britain.
VENICE AND THE DARDANELLES.
In the seventeenth century Venice represented the maritime power of
the Mediterranean. She was the England of that age and commanded a navy
which in size was out of all proportion to the city on the lagoons of the
Northern Adriatic. Venice possessed many islands so fortunately situated
that her rich patricians were in virtual command of the sea. But by the time
the Turks invaded Europe Venice had lost her traditional vigor; the leaders
had grown too rich to still be animated by the spirit of conquest, and Venice
lost one possession after another. The battle at Lepanto gave the island of
Cyprus to the Turks. Then Venice ventured once more to try to overcome
the new power which began to be a serious menace to Europe, and she sent
a powerful fleet to the Dardanelles in order to break through the straits and
attack the new Turkish capital at Constantinople. But it was the last great
effort of the famous old city. All her attacks were repelled with heavy loss,
and here her power was fatally broken so that she never recovered her former
glory. Soon afterward Jussef Pasha landed on the island of Crete and took
one city after another without meeting serious resistance on the part of the
Venetians, and after him the grand vizier Mohammed Koprili, an Albanian
by descent, completed the subjugation of this important island. In 1657, when
the Venetians once more renewed the attack on the Dardanelles this latter
chief succeeded in annihilating their fleet, and the disaster put an end to
Venetian maritime power in the eastern Mediterranean. Our frontispiece
represents the Venetian attack in 1646.
BOOK REVIEWS AND NOTES.
The Modern Drama: An Essay in Interpretation. By Ludwig Lezvisohn.
New York : B. W. Huebsch. Pp. 349, price $1.50 net.
This latest addition to the list of books dealing wath the modern drama
in its international aspect has great merits. It is an essay in interpretation
of the modern drama, or rather of the naturalistic drama, which in the
opinion of the author (and the writer of this review) is the only broad and
vital drama. In his short preface the author states that his aim is to give an
account of the modern drama with historical orderliness and intellectual
